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GENERAL DESCRIPTION

‡biblios is an open source cataloging tool that metasearches multiple catalogs for the purpose of downloading and editing MARC records.  The software is browser-based and takes advantage of JavaScript toolkits such as YUI, ExtJS, and Google Gears for local storage of bibliographic records.  (This means that the user has to download Google Gears to be able to use Biblios.)  The metasearching component uses Pazpar2.  

The goal of ‡biblios is to give libraries that don't use OCLC for cataloging the ability to locate MARC records in libraries around the world and download them for editing and saving in the library's local LMS.

‡biblios does not replace a library's ILS.  It serves the same function as cataloging tools such as The Library Corporation's ITS for Windows.

HISTORY

‡biblios was conceived and created during the 2007 Google Summer of Code program.  (Google Summer of Code is an annual program in which Google awards stipends to hundreds of students who successfully complete a requested free software / open-source coding project during the summer[1].)  LibLime has since taken over its development and maintenance.  The lead developer is Chris Catalfo.

DEVELOPMENT STATUS

Released under the GPL

Current Release: version 0.9

WHO IS USING ‡BIBLIOS

‡biblios is still under development and is currently not being used by any libraries.

DEVELOPMENT PLANS

Sometime this year, LibLime plans to introduce ‡biblios.net, which will be a subscription-based, hosted version of ‡biblios.  The ‡biblios software will continue to be freely distributed under the GPL.  The subscription service will be targeted to libraries that don't have sufficient inhouse expertise to install and run ‡biblios themselves.  The service will also feature chat, forums and private messaging.

LibLime's goal is to use ‡biblios.net to build the world's largest database of freely licensed bibliographic records.  For libraries without reliable Internet access, the records will also be harvestable via OAI-PMH or downloadable via FTP. 

