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GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Koha is an integrated library system that comes in two versions: Koha Classic and Koha Zoom.  Koha Classic is for smaller libraries.  It is simpler to install and support, but does not scale up to heavy use and very large catalogs.  Koha Zoom is appropriate for any size library.  It uses Zebra indexing technology which is fast and scales up to millions of records, but is also more time-consuming to install and maintain.

HISTORY

Koha was the first open source ILS.  It was created in 1999 by Katipo Communications for the Horowhenua Library Trust in New Zealand.  The first installation went live in January 2000.

In 2001, Paul Poulain (of Marseille, France) began adding new features to Koha, most significantly support for multiple languages. Koha has since been translated from its original English into French, Chinese, Arabic and several other languages.  The Nelsonville Public Library, where the founder of LibLime, Joshua Ferraro, was the System Administrator, began using Koha in 2002.  In January 2005, Ferraro and three associates founded LibLime to install and support Koha on a commercial basis.

In late 2006 LibLime released Koha Zoom.  In 2007 LibLime acquired the Koha Division of Katipo Communications.

DEVELOPMENT STATUS:

Released under the GPL

Current Release: version 3.0  (August 2008)

WHO IS USING KOHA

According to Marshall Breeding's online directory of libraries at http://www.librarytechnology.org/libwebcats/, over 500 libraries use Koha, 335 of which are LibLime customers.  LibLime claims that over 400 libraries have already had LibLime install Koha for them, or or have contracted with LibLime to install Koha.  In all likelihood, there are many more than 500 libraries using Koha, either on their own or with support from LibLime or other vendors.

