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GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Pazpar2 is a web-oriented Z39.50 client. It will search a lot of targets in parallel and provide on-the-fly integration of the results.  It is strictly user interface-independent.  It is a behind-the-scenes metasearch engine that does broadcast searching and processes search results.  This processing includes merging, relevance ranking, and sorting of records, as well as sending metadata facets to the interface for search narrowing or redirecting.  It is data model-independent, which means it can search and process any structured record, not just MARC or Dublin Core. 

MasterKey is interface software for Pazpar2.  It is also a hosted service that combines an interface, the Pazpar2 engine, a knowledgebase of database connectors, authentication, and an administrative module for putting all these components together into an integrated metasearch service.

HISTORY

Pazpar2 was conceived and developed in the Fall of 2006 by Sebastian Hammer, the President of Index Data.  A beta version of the MasterKey interface and hosted service based on Pazpar2 was introduced in January 2007.   The MasterKey hosted service was formally released in June 2007.

PAZPAR2 DEVELOPMENT STATUS:

Released under the GPL

Current Release: version 1.0.9 (May 2008)

MASTERKEY INTERFACE DEVELOPMENT STATUS

The MasterKey interface is currently proprietary.  Index Data is planning to release an enhanced version of the MasterKey interface, the MasterKey USS edition, under the GPL in the first quarter of 2009.

WHO IS USING PAZPAR2

Pazpar2 is currently being used by OpinionArchives (a journal content provider) and a handful of university libraries and regional and statewide consortia.  Index Data and OCLC are working on integrating Pazpar2 into WorldCat local, and OCLC plans to release a Pazpar2-enhanced version of WorldCat Local sometime next year.  Other institutions, both in the US and around the world, are testing Pazpar2 and building home-grown interfaces for it.

WHO IS USING MASTERKEY

MasterKey (the hosted service) is freely available at masterkey.indexdata.com for searching open con- tent resources and selected library catalogs.  Florida Southern College and the Schlow Regional Library System have subscribed to MasterKey to access commercial resources and create a virtual union catalog.

