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GENERAL DESCRIPTION

VuFind is an open source discovery tool designed to sit on top of an integrated library system and replace the public catalog interface.  The user interface design is clean and simple and can be modified relatively easily.  The goal of the VuFind project is to give libraries the ability to customize their OPAC to meet local needs.

VuFind creates an OPAC by importing the cataloging records from the library's ILS, indexing those records using an open source indexing engine called Solr. (Solr is an open source enterprise search server based on the Lucene Java search library.)  The VuFind OPAC can be updated with new records added to the ILS on whatever hourly, daily or weekly schedule the library wants.  VuFind gets item status and other dynamic data that is only located in the ILS by querying the ILS in the background as it is displaying the bibliographic record from its own database.

VuFind does not replace a library's ILS.  It replaces the OPAC of the library's ILS with the VuFind OPAC

HISTORY

The project is sponsored by Villanova University, and the Villanova Library catalog was the first catalog to use VuFind.  The project started in late 2006 and the first public version was released in July 2007.  Andrew Nagy is the developer and Chris Barr is the user interface designer.

DEVELOPMENT STATUS

Released under the GPL

Current Release: version 0.8.2  (April 2008)

Development Road Map: http://vufind.org/roadmap.php

WHO IS USING VUFIND

VuFind is currently being used by three institutions:


Villanova University  (http://library.villanova.edu/Find)


National Library of Australia  (http://catalogue.nla.gov.au)


Minnesota State Colleges and Universities  (http://plus.mnpals.net)


It is in beta testing at the Consortium of Academic and Research Libraries in Illinois (CARLI)--see http://vufind-beta.carli.illinois.edu/vf--and is being tested at seven other university libraries.  See  http://vufind.org/about.php for an up-to-date list of users.

